
Response Team Ready to Go 
ExxonMobil continues to maintain a Billing-
based team to respond to concerns that may 
arise. While most of the emergency cleanup 
is complete, it is possible that some crude oil 
impacts may have been missed, or may 
emerge as conditions change. Concerns may 
include oily sheens on water or sediment, 
strong petroleum odors, oiled wildlife, and 
oiled vegetation and debris.    ExxonMobil is 
required to clean up any petroleum that it 
might have missed in the emergency 
cleanup.  As of this update, DEQ has not 
found any persistent petroleum sheen from 
the spill on or along the Yellowstone River.  
The State of Montana should be the first 
point of contact for any of these concerns.   
 
If you wish to report crude oil impacts or  
request an inspection or cleanup, please  
contact: 
Laura Alvey 
MT DEQ, Remediation Division 
Phone:  (406) 841-5062 
Toll Free: (800) 246-8198 
Email:  lalvey@mt.gov 
Physical Address: 1100 North Last Chance 
Gulch, Helena, MT 59601 
Mailing address:  PO Box 200901, Helena, 
MT 59620-0901 
 
To report oiled wildlife, please contact: 
Gary Hammond, Bob Gibson or Ray Mulé  
MT FWP 
Phone: (406) 247-2040 

Public Meeting on Supplemental Environmental Projects 
The DEQ requests the public’s input on the Supplemental Environmental Projects (or SEPs) proposed by ExxonMobil to resolve a portion of 
the penalty assessed for the release. SEPs are environmentally beneficial projects a violator conducts to offset a portion of a cash penalty.   
 
DEQ will hold a public meeting on Thursday, November 15, 6-8 pm, at the Montana Audubon Conservation Education Center, located at 7026 
So. Billings Blvd, Billings, MT. Written comments may either be e-mailed to jarrigo@mt.gov or mailed to John Arrigo, Enforcement Division 
Administrator, DEQ, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT, 59620-0901.  Comments must be received by November 16, 2012. 
 
Under the Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) signed by DEQ and ExxonMobil, ExxonMobil agreed to pay a $1,600,000 penalty, of 
which $300,000 was paid in cash and the remaining $1,300,000 would be resolved by SEPs. In accordance with the AOC, ExxonMobil submit-
ted multiple SEP proposals, some of which were preliminarily approved by DEQ. DEQ is holding the meeting to hear comments from the pub-
lic and answer questions about the proposed SEPs.  ExxonMobil’s SEP proposals are listed below: 
 

 Development of a contingency plan in conjunction with EPA to better prepare communities along the Yellowstone for future oil spills. 
 Purchase additional spill response supplies for local governments. 
 Purchase an infrared camera for DEQ for use on inspections to detect gas leaks at oil wells and compressor stations. 
 Contribute towards the purchase of clean diesel buses for schools. 
 Funding an improved fish bypass around the Huntley Irrigation District diversion dam. 
 Funding for implementation of river channel migration easements. 
 

DEQ’s SEP Policy that explains the criteria necessary for SEPs to be approved is available at:  
http://deq.mt.gov/enf/pdfs/SEP_Policy_Final.pdf. 
 
ExxonMobil’s SEP Proposal  can be found at: http://deq.mt.gov/StateSuperfund/silvertipoilspill/default.mcpx. 
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Silvertip Pipeline Crude Oil Release 

Overview 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is providing this update to let 
you know that, although things have quieted down along the Yellowstone River, work con-
tinues on the ExxonMobil Silvertip Pipeline Crude Oil Release Site.  DEQ defines “the Site” 
as any place where crude oil (or crude oil constituents) from the July 2011 spill was depos-
ited. The release of approximately 1,500 barrels (or 63,000 gallons) of crude oil near Laurel 
occurred during flood conditions and caused oiling of vegetation, debris, structures, and 
other materials in the floodplain.  Exactly what caused the 12-inch pipeline to rupture is 
under investigation by the U.S. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA).  
 
The degree of oiling along the River varied and was inconsistent. Crude oil impacts were 
heaviest immediately downstream of the pipeline break. The last visible signs of oiling were 
seen 5 miles downstream of the Town of Custer (approximately 70 river miles from the 
pipeline break).  During the summer and fall of 2011, ExxonMobil and its contractors 
cleaned approximately 70 river miles of contaminated shoreline under the oversight of the 
United States Environment Protection Agency (EPA); DEQ; the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS); Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP); and other state and federal 
agencies. 
 
The last bit of emergency cleanup was the burn of the “A-28 Debris Pile,” which hap-
pened on November 8, 2011.  The debris pile was located on a river island just upriver 
from the Duck Creek Bridge. Oily sticks and wood could not be safely cleaned by hand 
because part of the debris pile extended over the river. The Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) conducted the burn, with ExxonMobil 
providing logistical support.  
 
The Site has now transitioned from emergency cleanup into long-term  
monitoring, assessment and reclamation.  On September 9, 2011, EPA demobilized from 
Billings and DEQ became the lead agency responsible for overseeing the long-term 
work and for addressing any concerns that might remain. 
 
Please visit www.deq.mt.gov for more information about the Pipeline Council, spill 
mitigation, AOC and more. 



Silvertip Pipeline Crude Oil Release 

Ongoing Assessment,  
Monitoring,  and Reclamation 

Natural Attenuation Monitoring (NAM) to 
document weathering of residual crude oil 
impacts:  During the cleanup in 2011, EPA 
and DEQ allowed ExxonMobil to leave some 
crude oil contamination in place.  Crude was 
not cleaned up if the oiling was “light or very 
light” (a stain rather than a thick coat) and if 
the oil was dry (not sticky or transferable).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In some instances cleanup would have 
caused more harm than good, so the oil was 
left to break down naturally.  Also, some oil 
stains remained on tree bark, riprap and 
rocks, logs, and debris after cleaning.  DEQ 
required ExxonMobil to inspect and monitor 
45 locations along the Yellowstone that have 
residual crude oil impacts to document how 
the oil breaks down over time.  The NAM 
monitoring will help differentiate the July 
2011 release from potential future releases.  
The 45 locations represent a variety of  
habitat types, oiling conditions, and impacted 
media.  ExxonMobil completed the first two 
rounds of NAM in fall 2011 and spring 2012.  
At 8 of the 45 NAM locations, visual oil  
impacts no longer persist and DEQ has  
approved removal of these locations from the 
NAM monitoring. The third round of NAM 
is scheduled for the last week of October 
2012.  If impacts persist in October 2012, 
DEQ will require ExxonMobil to perform 
additional monitoring. 

Groundwater Assessment and Monitoring:  
DEQ has required ExxonMobil to install 
groundwater monitoring wells in areas that 
received the most crude oil contamination 
(“worst case” areas) and conduct periodic 
groundwater sampling.  The goal of this  
sampling is to assess whether and to what  
extent groundwater near the Yellowstone 
River was impacted by crude oil from the  
Silvertip spill.  In August 2012, ExxonMobil 
installed nine monitoring wells in areas that 
were heavily oiled by the release.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These wells are located between Laurel and 
Billings and will be sampled quarterly for 
one year.  The first round of sampling oc-
curred in August 2012 and the second round 
is planned for the week of November 5, 
2012.  DEQ will evaluate the results and de-
termine whether additional groundwater in-
vestigation or cleanup needs to be done. 

 
In addition, ExxonMobil, EPA, and DEQ 
collected water samples from drinking water 
wells and irrigation wells along the river.  In 
all, at least 211 groundwater samples have 
been collected since the spill. Overwhelm-
ingly, the groundwater sample results from 
domestic and irrigation wells have not shown 
crude oil constituents in groundwater at  
detectable levels.  A few well water samples 
have shown contaminants not related to 
crude oil, or have shown petroleum hydro-
carbons at concentrations far lower than 
DEQ water standards and screening levels. 

 
Public Surface Water Supply (PSWS)  
Monitoring:  PSWS water sampling was  
conducted immediately following the spill 
and showed no impacts from the July 2011 
spill.  At DEQ’s request, ExxonMobil  
conducted follow-up water and sediment 

sampling in fall  2011 and later in July 2012 
at PSWS facilities that take their water from 
the Yellowstone River. Water was collected 
at each PSWS intake and inside the PSWS 
facility.  Additionally, ExxonMobil collected 
sediment samples from the river near each 
PSWS facility intake and, if possible, from 
PSWS settling ponds.  The following PSWS 
facilities were sampled: Laurel, Billings,  
Lockwood, Hysham, Colstrip, Forsyth, Miles 
City, Sidney, and Glendive. Laurel’s PSWS 
intake is upstream of the spill site and  
provides baseline information. DEQ is  
awaiting the submittal of the report from the 
July 2012 round of sampling.  Based on all 
the sampling results, DEQ will evaluate the 
need for additional work. 
 
Reclamation:  Cleanup activities caused  
disturbance of some areas due to vehicle and 
equipment use and vegetation removal.  
ExxonMobil conducted reclamation of  
disturbed areas following completion of 
cleanup in fall 2011.  Under the oversight of 
DEQ, ExxonMobil surveyed disturbed areas.  
DEQ approved appropriate seed mixes and 
treatments for the various disturbed areas, 
and ExxonMobil implemented the   
reclamation activities in fall 2011.  In spring 
2012, ExxonMobil and DEQ inspected the 
treated areas.  Most areas have been success-
fully reclaimed and DEQ has approved these.  
However, one area of public lands needs  
additional treatment (reseeding, signage, and 
blocking of illegal ATV trails) to allow  
re-growth of vegetation.  The work in this 
area will be conducted during the week of 
October 29, 2012 and DEQ will inspect the 
area in the spring or summer of 2012. 
 
Soil and Sediment Investigation and  
Analysis:  ExxonMobil, EPA, DEQ, and  
others conducted extensive soil and sediment 
sampling after the release in 2011, and  
additional sampling was conducted in 2012. 
DEQ is awaiting the compiled sampling  
results and will evaluate the data this winter 
to determine if additional investigation and/
or cleanup needs to occur.  DEQ compares 
soil data to its Risk-Based Screening Levels 
for petroleum Hydrocarbons.  Sediment data 
is compared to DEQ-approved background 
concentrations (representing pre-spill  
conditions), EPA’s Region 3 BTAG  
Freshwater Sediment Screening Benchmarks, 
and potentially other screening levels. 
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A light oil stain on a tree in fall 2011. 

The same oil stain in spring 2011after 
some natural attenuation has occurred. 

ExxonMobil’s contractor, Boart  
Longyear, installing a monitoring well  

with a mini sonic drill rig. 


